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Presenting Jazz Over The Years

The May issue of Jazz Times magazine features vibraphonist Bobby Hutcherson the 
cover, reminding me that he was one of the first artists to be presented at Utica 
College when I was on the staff of the Student Activities Office. 

Over the next few years we had the pleasure of presenting major Jazz artists 
including Stan Getz, the Modern Jazz Quartet, Al Cohn and Zoot Sims and the Buddy 
Rich Big Band.

Putting on Jazz concerts can be a very rewarding experience, but it also has its 
moments of panic. Imagine picking up Stan Getz at his motel on a gloomy November 
day, and hearing him say “what a great afternoon to commit suicide.” How about 
frantically trying to find an electrical outlet for Buddy Rich’s bass player, and laying 
down an old floor lamp with a plug in the bottom just before the curtain went up? I’ll 
never forget taking Hutcherson, saxophonist Harold Land and drummer Joe Chambers 
to dinner and driving like mad back to the concert hall, where we were already late.

Since Butch Conn and A Place for Jazz began presenting Jazz in 1987, there have also 
been some anxious moments. I was cool as a cucumber when Wycliffe Gordon arrived 
without his trombone and we had to rent one in a hurry at Hermie’s Music Store. Or 
the time pianist Bill Charlap arrived only moments before the concert with no chance 
for a sound check and hoping that the sound would be OK (it was). Eric Alexander 
proved the devil is in the details when he left his saxophone neck strap at the hotel. 
I’m still thanking our former vice president, Tom Pierce, for talking to a waiting 
audience while the strap was being retrieved.

Despite all of this, the results are always worth it, which is why the board and volun-
teers of a Place for Jazz continue to put together the fall concert series that Butch 
began way back then. This fall’s series is already in place. The schedule and details 
are inside.
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Local Jazz Venues

Max London’s 466 Broadway, 
Saratoga Springs, 518.587.3535

More Bread and Jam Café 
130 Remsen St, Cohoes, 518.874.4272

One Caroline Street Bistro 
Saratoga Springs, 518.587.2026

Panza’s Restaurant Route 9P 
Saratoga Lake, Saratoga Springs, 
518.584.6882

Portofino’s Italian 
Ristorante 831 New Loudon Rd 
(in the Travelodge at Latham Circle), 
Latham, 518.608.4675

Prime 677 677 Broadway Albany,
518.427.7463

Provence Restaurant 
Stuyvesant Plaza- Western Avenue at 
Fuller Road, Albany, 518.689.7777

Prime at Saratoga National
Golf Club 458 Union Avenue, 
Saratoga Springs, 518.583.4653

Pub at Cooper’s Cave 
2 Sagamore Street, Glens Falls, 
518.792.0007

Speakeasy518 42 Howard St, 
Albany, 449-2332
 
Stockade Inn 1 No. Church
Street, Schenectady, 518.346.3400

taste 30 South Pearl Street, Albany, 
518.694.2332

Van Dyck 237 Union Street,
Schenectady, 518.346.7999

Vermont Jazz Center 
72 Cotton Mill Hill, Studio 222, 
Brattleboro, VT, 802.254.9088
 
Wishing Well Restaurant
745 Saratoga Road, Wilton, 
518.584.7640

Radio Jazz Shows
A full performance and venue calendar can be found at aplaceforjazz.org

WVCR 88.3 FM “The Crossroads of 
Jazz,” Darrin Scott and Ted 
Moisides, Saturday 12-2 pm. A mix of 
the essentials and the 
contemporary.

WAMC 90.3 FM Tim Coakley, 
Saturday 11 pm – 12 am

WAMC 90.3 FM Jim Wilke, “Jazz 
After Hours,” Saturday and Sunday 
1-5 am; “Afro-Pop Worldwide,” 4 pm 
Sunday; John Pizzarelli and Jessica 
Molaskey’s “Radio Deluxe,” 
Saturday 2-4 pm

WCDB 90.9 FM Bill McCann, 
Saturday 8 am–12 pm; Bill Goss, 
“TGIF Jazz Party,” Friday 4-6 pm; 
DJ MJ’s “Beat Street Jazz,” “Jazz 
South of the Border,” Monday 
10 am - 12 pm

WRPI 91.5 FM  Rich Berkley’s 
“Dusty Corners” heavy with, but not 
exclusively jazz, Tuesday 8-10 pm; 
Kevin Roberts, Thursday 8-10 pm, 
varied theme show

WSPN 91.1 FM   J Hunter’s 
“Jazz2K: America’s Music in the 
21st Century” Tuesday 6-8 pm

WVPR 94.3 FM (Vermont Public 
Radio) Friday Night Jazz 8-11 pm

WQAR 101.3.FM  Smooth jazz 
and jazzy vocals with Walt Adams, 
Sunday 10 am-1 pm

Waby 1160 AM Chris Martin’s 
“Radio Archives” Sat 10 am-4 pm 
“Make Believe Ballroom” Sunday 
11 am- 3 pm; Dick Wood’s “Jazz 
Tracks” Sun 4-5 pm; Sid Mark’s 
“Sounds of Sinatra” Sun 5-7 pm

9 Maple Ave Saratoga Springs, 
518.587.7759

Athos Restaurant 1814 Western 
Avenue, Albany, 518.608.6400

Blu Stone Bistro 661 Albany-
Shaker Road, Colonie, 518.869.9976

Bread Alone, 45 East Market 
Street, Rhinebeck, NY, 845.876.3108 

Bull and Buddha, 319 Main 
Street, Poughkeepsie, 845.337.4848 

Café Capriccio 49 Grand Street, 
Albany, 518.465.0439

Carmen’s Café 198 First Street 
(corner of Adams), Troy, 518.326.2064

Castle Street Café 10 Castle
Street, Great Barrington, MA, 
413.528.5244

Century House 997 New Loudon 
Road (Rt 9), Latham, 518.785.0834

The Desmond Albany Shaker 
Road, Colonie, 518.869.8100

Druthers Brewing Company 
381 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, 
518.306.5275

The Fountain Restaurant
283 New Scotland Avenue, Albany, 
518.482.9898

The Falcon 1348 Rte 9W, 
Marlboro, NY (85 miles south)

First Reformed Church of 
Schenectady 8 N. Church Street, 
Schenectady, 518.377.2201

Grappa ‘72 Ristorante 818 
Central Ave, Albany, 518.482.7200

Justin’s 301 Lark Street, Albany, 
518.436.7008
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APFJ Fall 2014 Series
All Performances begin at 7:30 pm

Unitarian Universalist Society of Schenectady, 
1221 Wendell Avenue

Tickets: $15. One child under 12 admitted 
for free when accompanied by an adult. 
Series ticket: $60 until September 12. 

To purchase tickets or become a member: 
aplaceforjazz.org 

518.393.4011 coakjazz@aol.com

September 12 
Trombonist Clifton Anderson began performing with his uncle, Sonny 
Rollins, in 1983. He now leads his own dynamic quintet, which has 

October 24 
Bassist John Menegon has been 
a mainstay of the regional jazz 
scene for years. He will head the 
lively quartet that is featured on 
his latest CD “I Remember You.”

a repertoire that ranges from swinging bop to Latin 
grooves and calypso.

October 10
Award-winning jazz vocalist Alexis 
Cole has made an impressive 
impact on audiences ever since she 
first took the stage as a 
teenager. She won the 2007 
Jazzmobile competition and 
received an award in the Montreux 
Jazz Vocal Competition. She will 
be backed by a quartet that in-
cludes the outstanding tenor 
saxophonist Eric Alexander and the 
great pianist Harold Mabern.

September 26 
Tenor saxophonist George 
Garzone  is a member of The 
Fringe, a trio founded in 1972 
that performs regularly in the 
Boston area and has toured 
world wide. He has appeared 
on over 20 recordings, 
including as a member of the 
Grammy-winning Joe Lovano Nonet. 
He will bring a quartet to our stage.

Trumpeter and vocalist Bria 
Skonberg covers jazz from swing 
to modern. Her stage presence, 
coupled with her husky singing 
voice and trumpet chops, have 
garnered a  “Rising Star” spot in 
DownBeat Magazine’s 2013 Critics 
Poll and an “Up and Coming Star” 
nod from the Jazz Journalists’ 
Association. She will close out 
the season with a quintet.

November 7
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The Albany Musicians’ Association
free jazz concerts in June at three Albany sites:
Jun 11:  Michel Benedict Jazz Vibes, 6:30 pm, 
McGeary’s Courtyard, N. Pearl St.
Jun 18: Mother Goose Jazz Quintet, 7 pm,
Albany Elks Lawn, S. Allen St.
Jun 25: Joe Finn Jazz Quartet, 6:30 pm,
Albany JCC Pavilion, Whitehall Road.

Belleayre Music Festival, Highmount
belleayremusicfestival@gmail.com 845.254.5600 x1344
Aug 1: Django Reinhardt Festival All-Stars
Aug 2: The Cookers featuring George Cables, Billy 
Harper, Billy Hart, Cecil McBee, Eddie Henderson, 
Donald Harrison and David Weiss 
Aug 7: Alberto Solis & Gil Gutierrez features Bob Stern 
Aug 8: Pedrito Martinez Quartet
Aug 9: Romero Lubambo’s Quintet

Caffe Lena, Saratoga Springs
caffelena.org  583-0022
Jul 6: Dylan Perillo Orchestra 
Aug 1: Frank Vignola & Vinny Raniolo

Club Helsinki, Hudson 
helsinkihudson.com  828-4800
Jun 7: Jessica Molaskey & Her Italian Quartet 
Jun 15: Alexander Turnquist 
Jun 16: Voodoo Orchestra
Jul 7: Voodoo Orchestra 

The Egg, Albany 
theegg.org  473-1845
June 7: Bopitude Baritone Madness with Gary Smulyan, 
Claire Daly, Bruce Johnston & Michael Benedict Trio 
June 12: Diane Schuur

Freihofer’s Jazz Festival, SPAC 
www.spac.org  584-9330
Jun 28, Amphitheater: Earth Wind & Fire, Dr. Lon-
nie Smith Octet, Terence Blanchard, Mike Stern/Bill 
Evans Band, Jon Batiste & Stay Human, Ronnie Earl & 
The Broadcasters, Robin McKelle & The Flytones

Jun 28, Gazebo: Marc Cary Focus Trio, Lew Tabackin 
Trio, Jaimeo Brown with JD Allen & Chris Sholar, Mary 
Halvorson Trio, Robin McKelle & The Flytones

Jun 29, Amphitheater: Trombone Shorty, Eddie 
Palmieri Salsa Orchestra, Patti Austin, Dave Holland 
Prism,  Newport Jazz Festival: Now 60, with Karrin 
Allyson, Anat Cohen, Randy Brecker, Larry Grenadier 
and Clarence Penn, Quinn Sullivan

Jun 29, Gazebo: Melissa Aldana and the Crash Trio, 
Tim Berne’s Snakeoil, Warren Wolf and Wolfpack, 
Sean Jones Quartet with Orrin Evans, Luques Curtis 
and Obed Calvaire, Quinn Sullivan

GE Theatre at Proctors, Schenectady
proctors.org, 382-3884
Jul 25: Bopitude with special guest Sharel Cassity
Aug 15: Jazz Camp student performance with guest 
soloist Jerry Weldon

Iron Horse, Northampton
iheg.com  413.584.0610
Jul 31: Amir ElSaffar Quintet 
Aug 3: Pedrito Martinez Group with Ariacne Trujillo 
Aug 16: Jane Monheit Group 

Jazz in the Valley, Wayans Pk, Poughkeepsie 
845.384.6350
Aug 17: Bobby Watson, Steve Turre, Lewis Nash, 
Eddie Henderson, Buster Williams, George Cables, 
Javon Jackson.

We’re looking for brief items from our readers. If you have a jazz item, a CD you have enjoyed, a jazz 
book you’ve read, a concert or performance you heard, an upcoming musical engagement, anything, 
tell us about it. We reserve the right to edit contributions and cannot guarantee their inclusion, but will 
welcome them all. Send to A Place for Jazz, PO Box 1059, Schenectady NY 12301 or coakjazz@aol.com

Send us 
stuff
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For other festivals within about a day’s drive, see aplaceforjazz.org/festivals.htm

PS/21, Chatham
ps21chatham.org  392-6121
Jul 12: Dafnis Prieto Si O Si Quartet

Skidmore College, Saratoga Springs
Summer Jazz Institute 580-5546
Jul 1: Rufus Reid Quintet
Jul 3: Skidmore Faculty Septet
Jul 4: Student concert
Jul 8: Gary Smulyan Trio
Jul 10: Skidmore Faculty Septet
Jul 11: Student concert

Tanglewood, Lenox, MA 
tanglewood.org  888.266.1200
Jun 27: Kenny Barron Trio 
Aug 17: Ellis and Delfayo Marsalis
Aug 24: Maria Schneider Orchestra

The Van Dyck, Schenectady
vandycklounge.com 348-7999.
Jun 5: Tuck and Patti
Jun 20: New West Guitar Group
Jun 21: Stanley Jordan
Jul 19: Harry Allen/Paul Meyers Quartet
Jul 25: Bria Skonberg Band
Jul 26: Jazz Guitar Summit featuring Bucky 
Pizzarelli, Howard Alden and Gerry Beaudoin

Upbeat on the Roof, Tang Museum, 
Saratoga Springs 
skidmore.edu  580.8080
Jun 13: The Chronicles 
Jun 27: Jeanne O’Connor & The New Standard 
Jul 18: Hot Club of Saratoga 

Jazz on Jay, Jay Street, Schenectady
Jun 5: Jeanne O’Connor Quartet
Jun 12: Alex Slomka Trio
Jun 19: A3
Jun 26: Azzaam Hameed Trio with Norm Frederick 
Jul 3: Signature Brass Quintet
Jul 10: Ten27
Jul 17: Sonny & Perley
Jul 24: Mike Wicks Quintet with Mainstream 
Originals
Jul 31: Steve Lambert and the Little Big Band 
Aug 7: Mike Lawrence Trio
Aug 14: Arch Stanton Quartet
Aug 21: Dylan Canterbury Quartet
Aug 28: Keith Pray’s Soul Jazz Revival
Sep 4: The Frank Capri Show

Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, 
Great Barrington, MA 
mahaiwe.org  413.528.0100
Aug 8: The Bad Plus, with Joshua Redman

Music Haven, Central Pk, Schenectady
Aug 10: Ghost Train Orchestra plus Colleen Pratt & 
Friends

NANOLA, Malta
nanolamalta.com
Jun 8: Jeff Nania Trio 
Jun 22: Eric Walentowicz Quartet 

Photo by Al Brooks

Lou Donaldson 
performing 
at our spring concert
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Proudly Presents 

Sunday, June 8, 2014, 4-6 p.m.   
Followed by an open jam session from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Portofino’s Ristorante 
831 New Loudon Rd/Route 9 

(on the traffic circle) 
Latham, NY  

$15/person ($5 for students) 

Pub menu and beverages available for purchase 

O’Connor & Lanham 
Jeanne O’Connor & Richard Lanham, vocals,  
Peg Delaney (piano), Mike Lawrence (bass) and Pete Sweeney (drums) 

For reservations, call Doc Salvatore at (518) 584-3548.  
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Order Form 
2014 APFJ Concert Series 

Please give at least one week advance notice as seating is limited and we may be unable to 
accommodate you if the house is sold out. 
Still got questions? Contact Tim Coakley at (518) 393-4011 or coakjazz@aol.com. 

Concerts Quantity Price Total 

Sep 12 Clifton Anderson Quintet   $15   

Sep 26 George Garzone Quartet   $15   

Oct 10 Alexis Cole Quintet   $15   

Oct 24 John Menegon Quartet   $15   

Nov 7 Bria Skonberg Quintet   $15   

All Five Concerts - Save 20% (deadline: Sep 5, 2014)   $60   

Membership Benefits Quantity Price Total 

♪    Under $50   

♫ Two free concert tickets   $50-99   

♫♪ Five free tickets (one series ticket or five admissions to 
one concert) 

  $100-199   

♫♫ Ten free tickets   $200-499   

♫♫♪ Fifteen free tickets + Meet & Greet at concert of your 
choice + Free autographed CD + Designation as “Concert 
Underwriter” for one concert or educational program 

  $500-999   

♫♫♫ Twenty free tickets + Meet & Greet at concert of your 
choice + Free autographed CD + Designation as “Concert 
Underwriter” for one concert or educational program + 
Lifetime membership 

 $1000+  

Total   

Make checks payable to A Place for Jazz and mail to APFJ, PO Box 1059, Schenectady, NY 12301  
Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

Street _______________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________ State ______ Zip ______________  

Phone (day) ______________ (eve) ______________ Email ____________________________ 

Today's date ___________________ 

All concerts are on Friday nights at 7:30 PM at the Unitarian Universalist Society of Schenectady.  
Tickets are $15. Save 20% with a series ticket for only $60! (Offer valid until September 5, 2014) 
For members: Two children under 12 are free with member's full price ticket; ages 12-18, 1/2 price.
 



A Place for Jazz is made possible with public 
funds from the New York State Council on the 
Arts, celebrating 50 years of building strong, 
creative communities in New York State’s 62 
counties.

William Gundry Broughton 
Charitable Private Foundation Inc.

Funded in part by grants 
from National Grid, 
Schenectady County 
Initiative Program and the 
William Gundry Broughton 
Charitable Private 
Foundation, Inc. In-kind 
donation from the Price 
Chopper Golub Foundation.

A Place for Jazz is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to presenting the best in jazz. 
In addition to grant funding, revenue 
is generated through ticket sales and 
membership contributions.

Programs include concerts, student 
scholarships, public workshops, school-based 
clinics, a website and general support of 
Jazz and its musicians. We welcome 
announcements and comments.

Editor: Tim Coakley
Contributors: Tim Coakley, Tom Pierce, 
Al Brooks, Leslie Hyland, Leesa Perazzo
Web Master: Jerry Gordon
Newsletter: Leesa Perazzo

A Place for Jazz, PO Box 1059, 
Schenectady, NY 12301

518.393.4011 | coakjazz@aol.com

A full up-to-date performance and venue 
calendar can be found at 

www.aplaceforjazz.org

PO Box 1059, Schenectady NY 12301

Check us out at www.aplaceforjazz.org for Jazz in our community. Printed by Nott Street Office

Membership is Where It’s At!

Don’t Forget...Concerts at APFJ will begin at 7:30 pm this fall!!!


